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Classification of severity of vision impairment based on visual acuity in the

better eye
Category Visual acuity in the better eye
Worse than: Equal to or
better than:
Mild vision @ 6/12 6/18
impairment
Moderate vision @ 6/18 6/60
impairment
Severe vision @ 6/60 3/60
impairment
Blindness O 3/60
Near vision @ N6 or M 0.8 at
impairment 40cm

Typically, epidemiological surveys measure the degree of visual impairment
and blindness according to the above classification table using visual acuity
(61). Severe visual impairment and blindness are also categorized according
to the degree of constriction of the central visual field in the better eye to less
than 20 degrees or 10 degrees, respectively (62, 63).
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Model of Visual Functioning. From "Visual Function: A Theoretical Model for Individuals with low Vision,"
by A. L. Corn (1983), Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindnesss 77, p. 374. Copyright © 1983 by
American Foundation for the Blind. All rights reserved.
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« Fact Sheet Visual Impairment WHO:
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/blindness-and-visual-impairment

« UN CRPD:
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-
disabilities.html

« Marrakesh treaty: https://www.wipo.int/marrakesh_treaty/en/

 Accessible Documents: https://www.euroblind.org/publications-and-resources/making-
Information-accessible-all

« Sighted guide techniques: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AuGb4yge-ys
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Aetiology
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